
Dealing
with  
the past
An Advanced Learning 
Course for Professionals

«We told our children what happened,
because they didn’t experience it
themselves. Sometimes they believe us
and sometimes they don’t.»
Widow in Zacualpa, Guatemala



Dealing with a legacy of human 
rights abuse is an essential  
element in efforts to re-establish 
fundamental trust and account- 
ability in society after violent  
conflict. Current practice foresees  
a combination of initiatives in  
the area of truth-seeking, criminal  
prosecution, reparations, and 
structural reform. These measures 
should be employed as part of 
a comprehensive, inclusive, and 
gender-sensitive national strategy 
for Dealing with the Past (DwP).

Goal of the course

The Dealing with the Past Course  
will provide participants with:
	An in-depth knowledge of rele-

vant concepts and mechanisms;
	An exchange of expertise  

based on lessons learned and 
best practices in Dealing with  
the Past in different social and  
political contexts; 

	A program of interactive learning  
focused on designing and  
implementing holistic approaches  
to Dealing with the Past.

Organisation

The Dealing with the Past Course 
is organized by the Political Affairs 
Division IV (Human Security) 
of the Swiss Federal Department  
of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) in  
collaboration with the Center for  
Peacebuilding (KOFF), swisspeace.

Resource persons 

Among others the following experts 
will contribute to the DwP-Course:

Richard J. Goldstone 
Judge, former chief prosecutor  
of the United Nations International 
Criminal Tribunals for the former 
Yugoslavia and for Rwanda, Head 
of the United Nations Fact Finding 
Mission on the Gaza Conflict

Yasmin Sooka 
Executive Director of the Foundation 
for Human Rights in South Africa, 
former member of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commissions  
in South Africa and Sierra Leone

Pablo de Greiff 
Research Director, International  
Center for Transitional Justice

Mari Fitzduff
Professor, Director of the Program 
in Coexistence and Conflict at 
Brandeis University, former Director 
of UNU / INCORE 

Mô Bleeker 
Senior Adviser in Dealing with  
the Past and Genocide Prevention, 
FDFA

Facilitators

Jonathan Sisson  
Senior Advisor, KOFF – swisspeace,  
head of the DwP program

Jeremy Condor  
Independent Consultant and Trainer

Participants 

The DwP course is designed to 
train professionals from govern-
mental and multilateral institutions 
as well as from national and  
international non-governmental  
organizations, working in countries 
or regions which are confronted 
with a legacy of massive human 
rights abuse.

Diversity in terms of gender,  
geographical location, and  
professional background will be 
sought for. 
 
Participants must be fluent in  
spoken and written English.  
The selection of a maximum of  
25 participants will be made  
by the Swiss FDFA. 

Dates and location
 
The Dealing with the Past course 
consists of two one week modules. 
The participants are expected to 
attend both modules.

Module 1
Monday, 23 August until 
Friday, 27 August 2010

Module 2 
Monday, 1 November until 
Friday, 5 November 2010

The DwP course will take place  
in Switzerland.

Fees

The Dealing with the Past Course  
is sponsored by the Swiss FDFA. 

Participants are asked to cover  
their own expenses for transpor-
tation as well as for food and 
accommodation (ca. 2000 Swiss 
Francs for the two modules). 

Applications

Applications in the form of a curri-
culum vitae and a one page letter  
of motivation can be sent by email 
to info@dealingwiththepast.ch 
by Friday, 11 June 2010.

Further information

swisspeace 
Can Deniz, DwP Course assistant
Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF)
Sonnenbergstrasse 17
P.O. Box, CH-3000 Bern 7
T +41 31 330 10 77
F +41 31 330 12 13

info@dealingwiththepast.ch
www.dealingwiththepast.ch

 

Photograph: Jean-Jacques Ruchti




